SENATOR PITTMAN TELLS OFF JAPAN	jcj
to think; it may^ penetrate to the extent of making them realize
that there is a point beyond which they cannot interfere with our
rights and interests in the Far East in general and in China in
particular without risk of retaliation.
Let the executive branch of our Government continue the eminently
wise policy which it has followed in recent years of avoiding un-
necessary friction and irritation while recording its position at every
step, but meanwhile let American public opinion, whether in Con-
gress or in the press, convey the idea that we have not the slightest
intention of pulling out of the Far East and that we have every
intention of protecting our commercial and industrial and other
interests even in the face of Japan's so-called " stabilizing influence "
in East Asia, which means, in effect, a Pax Japonica—E&st Asia for
the Japanese exclusively. We have allowed the door to be closed
on our nose in Manchuria; perhaps we couldn't have avoided it
without war ; we shall no doubt allow further encroachments in
other parts of China, but the time is likely to come when the American
people will begin to get just a little impatient, and if at that time
some incident should occur (as is always possible), even an incident
less dramatic than the blowing up of the Maine, the fat might well
be in the fire overnight,
I can't help feeling that just once in a while it is healthy to let
the Japanese know that fire still exists in what they may believe to
be an extinct volcano. It may tend to slow down their acquisitive
programme and somewhat to implement our diplomacy. Therefore
I am not at all so angry with Pittman as I probably ought to be,

